
BRAIN BUILDERS 

A new approach to providing effective 

homework at St Dunstan’s Catholic 

Primary School 



OUR AIM 

 To improve the quality and effectiveness 

of homework tasks 

 To extend learning by linking homework to 

activities completed in the classroom 

 Ensure continuity throughout the school 

 To make homework something that 

children can take control of, actively 

engage with and take pride in 



WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT 

BRAINBUILDERS….?  

 They encourage individualism and independence 

 They enable you to see the world from the child’s 
perspective 

 They’re fun  

 They are driven by the child and not the teacher 

 They challenge the children and bring them together  

 They develop and extend children’s independence of 
learning 

 Children take control of, actively engage with and take 
pride in their own learning 



HOW WILL WE ACHIEVE THIS? 

 Children will receive their Brain Builder and then 
have a week and a half to work through the 
task(s) 

 Brainbuilder tasks will still be supplemented by 
regular reading, word and number work 

 There will be opportunities during school time to 
review, share and discuss Brain Builder tasks 

 Brain Builders will be high profile and high 
status in school 



SO, WHAT DOES A 

‘BRAINBUILDER’ LOOK LIKE?                                                   

 
THIS SYSTEM IS USED IN MANY SCHOOLS UP 

AND DOWN THE COUNTRY WITH HUGE SUCCESS 

AND POSITIVE COMMENTS FROM CHILDREN, 

PARENTS AND TEACHERS….THEY ARE AS GOOD 

AS THE CHILDREN WANT THEM TO BE…. 
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WHAT WILL IT INVOLVE? 

 Brain Builders will come home on a Tuesday, to be 

returned to school a week and a half later (on a 

Friday), when they will be shared in class and seen 

by teachers  

 The Learning Objective(s) will be clearly stated and 

linked to the learning happening in the classroom 

 Some suggested activities and ways to approach 

the task will be offered – this will be at a level that 

reflects the age and needs of the individual child 

 

The rest is down to you and your child! 



Brain Builder 

LO: Learning to tell the time 

 

Make something that someone else 
could use to learn to tell the time. 
It could be a clock, a game, a 
poster, a leaflet, a set of 
instructions or anything else you 
can think of.  

 

Bring your work to school by Friday of 
next week 



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT THEIR CHILD? 

 Give children time to talk about what they 

have to do – just the process of explaining 

and discussing the task will help your child to 

understand. 

 Offer ideas on how to present the work. 

 Give children a space to work which is away 

from other distractions. 



 Give homework a high status in your house and make 
it a priority. 

 Try to set aside specific homework times/evenings – 
and make time to work with your child. 

 Ensure that some days are homework free. 

 Reward excellent work. 

 Remind your child that there may not be a ‘finished 
point’ 



WHAT CAN WE INCLUDE? 

 We will be encouraging the children to be as 

creative with their homework as possible.  

 They can complete these tasks in any way they 

want to as long as it is broadly based on the theme 

of the Brain Builder.  

 The children can do as many or as few of these 

suggestions as they wish, or they can make up 

their own.  

 



THEY COULD… 

 Draw pictures 

 Label them 

 Take photographs 

 Write lists 

 Stick in food labels 

 Research from books or the 

internet 

 Write a poem or story 

 Interview a family member 

 Make a collage 

 Cut pictures out from 

magazines 

 Make a model 

 Draw a diagram 

 Draw a graph / pictogram 

 Conduct a survey 

…or anything else 

they can think of! 



 

 They can display their work in their book 

however they wish – painted, coloured, in 

different types of writing implement (e.g. gel 

pens, biros), in collage, … 

 They can include any work they would like to 

– poems, stories, information, plays, facts, 

instructions, interviews with family members, 

lift the flaps, pockets with letters in, pictures 

cut out from newspapers and magazines, ... 

 



WHAT ABOUT SPELLINGS? 

 A list of age expected spellings is in the front of the 

book 

 Encourage children to check the list for words they 

need to spell or look in a dictionary 

 Specific spelling patterns or topic words will be added 

to the brainbuilder sheets 

 Encourage your children to practise their spellings using 

the Look, Cover, Write, Check method, and writing 

sentences to include the words or drawing a picture 

also helps to check understanding 

 



 

 The aim of this work is to encourage our 

children to become more independent 

learners, be motivated in their own learning 

and also to enable them to make links in their 

learning. 

 Adult input is encouraged but please don’t do 

the work for them! Rather; prompt, guide, 

suggest and help the children to research.  



HOW MUCH HOMEWORK SHOULD CHILDREN 

GET? 

The decision on whether to set homework and, if so, 
how much, is now at the discretion of headteachers. 

 

It follows parents’ complaints that too much homework 
is limiting family time and opportunities for play and 
sport. 

 

However, the DfE still advises schools to keep a 
homework policy to explain their position on the setting 
of homework. 



WHAT NOW? 

 Brain Builders are a partnership between school and 
home. For them to be effective everybody needs to be 
working towards a common aim. Good quality 
homework will help us to achieve ‘success for all’ 

 Pupils will be given a Brainbuilder book and their first 
task will be to make a cover for it……a unique book for 
their unique learning journey 

 



SKILLS FOR LIFE 

Children will: 
Be proud of their learning 
Be eager to share 
Develop learning life skills 
Become more independent. 
 

 



“Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its 

ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing 

that it is stupid.” Albert Einstein 


