
Welcome to our final newsletter of the year. In planning to write it, myself and the team have been 
reflecting on what has been a fantastic year with lots of really good practice and exciting lessons and 

activities for all of our children. There are lots of pictures that we put out on social media to inform 
parents of what's going on but there's lots of great work going on in school that perhaps parents and 
families don't get to share - hopefully we can do in this Christmas newsletter.  This year we've had an 
RE Inspection and a visit from our School Improvement Partner, as well as test results well worthy of 

celebration so I hope you enjoy a summary of what's been a great year for our school.  Mr Tehan 

It was during the October half term holiday that we received the news that 
Elizabeth had been presented with a 'Pride of Britain' award. It was a real 
honour for her, and we were all very proud. Elizabeth has raised tens of 
thousands of pounds for the Birmingham Children's hospital through her 
running and continues to look for more ways of helping others. She had 

previously been honoured as a 'Pride of Birmingham' winner but this was 
an even bigger achievement. It was lucky it was the holidays as we were 

able to catch her on daytime TV being interviewed the day after! An 
example to us all!  

 

 The school’s mission statement, ‘as we grow with God, we learn from each other’, is universally cherished by 
all. The entire school community is restless in its pursuit of building the Kingdom of God in the local area by 
aspiring to be authentic disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 Pupils’ behaviour is exemplary. Their secure understanding of the dignity of the human person, instilled 
within them by a wide range of outstanding initiatives, means that pupils consciously seek opportunities to 
treat one another with compassion at all times. 

 There is an incredibly strong sense of community at St Dunstan’s, in which everybody thrives. 

 The provision of pastoral care offered by St Dunstan’s is outstanding. Pupils and parents are deeply 
appreciative of the many initiatives led primarily by the parent link worker, who is restless in her ambition to 
support families. The commitment of staff to the Catholic Life of the school is outstanding.  

 Senior leaders’ commitment to the Catholic Life of the school is steadfast. They lead all developments in 
school and are the catalysts for the school’s drive to be advocates to those in need in the local community. 
Pupils sing joyfully and with enthusiasm as they understand the importance of doing so. One pupil, when 

speaking to inspectors about singing, quoted St Augustine saying, ‘He who sings prays twice.’ Musical 
accompaniment is regularly provided by a parishioner. 

In March we received a Diocesan Inspection visit and we were delighted with the outcome. Overall the school 
was judged as 'good' but Catholic Life came out as 'outstanding' which we were naturally delighted with as 
this is an area the staff have worked tirelessly to develop and grow. The full report is available on our website 
but here are some highlights! 

Pride Of Britain 

RE Inspection 



 

Our school Improvement Partner (Dr B T Matusiak-Varley) visits us once per term and is 
keeping us all on our toes, which we're very grateful for! The purpose of her visit is to ensure 
that your children are getting the very best educational experience possible. Here's a few lines 
from her report in October - again, we're delighted but there's always work to do!! We look 
forward to showing her we've improved even more in the new year. 
 

 This is a school that does not stand still. It is on a continuous quest of self-improvement 
and rapid changes are taking place to ensure that the school can retain its evaluation of ‘Good,’ 
as identified in the inspection of 4 February 2019.  
 

     Since my previous visit, despite the many difficulties that the school has faced, progress 
against all action points has been good. Staff, led by the highly determined leadership team that 
firmly believes that nothing will get in the way of giving these pupils a first-class education, 
have improved significantly in raising their expectations of what these pupils can do and 
improving their teaching. 

School Improvement 

Thanks to some brilliant teachers (very clever pupils) and a carefully planned 'catch-up' 
program our end of KS2 results were outstanding in July and we were above both the 

Birmingham and national average in all areas. Well done to everyone involved! 

Results to Celebrate! 

 Reading Writing Maths Combined 

St Dunstan’s 89% 76% 90% 76% 

National 74% 69% 71% 59% 

Attendance Celebrations 

To celebrate attendance here at St Dunstan’s, classes have been trying their hardest 
to achieve the Attendance Trophy, which is presented each week to the class with 
the highest attendance.   

Sunday Mass

Throughout 2022, we have enjoyed 
celebrating Sunday Mass each month with 
the parish and our sister school, St Alban's. 

The latest one was last week and the 
church was full of our children bringing in 
their Bambinellis to be blessed and put in 

our homes for Christmas. Thank you to the 
staff who have supported the monthly 

Masses and a special thank you to Godfrey 
who has come and helped us with hymn 

practice throughout the year!  

As a School of Sanctuary, we are passionate about living out the 
mission of the church, by standing up for what we believe in, 

particularly when it comes to the rights of refugees and asylum 
seekers. After our successful campaigns earlier in the year, which 
were supported by many local MPs and councillors, we had our 
letters read out in the Houses of Parliament by MP Tahir Ali – 

which our children were extremely excited about. On 23rd 
September 2022, we #FilledTheSkiesWithHope as we stood with 
our brothers and sisters across the country, to oppose the Refugee 

Rwanda Scheme. We gathered on our school playground and 
launched orange paper planes into the sky, filled with prayers and 
words of hope to show that we stand in solidarity with refugees, 

who are seeking places of safety and sanctuary.  
WE WELCOME EVERYONE, BECAUSE THAT IS #WhoWeAre 

Welcome workshops 

At the start of the year, we held a welcome workshop for each class, where parents 
were invited to meet their child’s class teacher and find out about the expectations in 
the new year groups and hear about the year ahead for their child. The feedback we 

had from parents about these workshops was very positive and as a result, we 
have decided that this is something we will do for our parents every year. Thank 

you to everyone that was able to make it! 



 

We have been lucky to welcome some new staff to our school this year—here’s what a few of 
them have to say about their time here so far. 

New Staff! 

After coming to St. Dunstan’s as a child 
myself, I never imagined that I’d be back 

here! It feels so special to be working in the 
place where I was first inspired to become a 
teacher. While being here has brought back 
fond memories, I look forward to the new 
memories I’ll create. I have loved working 

with my Year 5s, who make me laugh every 
day, and feel lucky to have them as my first 

class.  

Miss Darby 

Since I started St Dunstan's in 
September, I have been made to feel 

more than welcome by both staff and 
pupils. I feel very lucky to have came 
to such a warm, homely school with 
such friendly staff and pupils and feel 

blessed to have such a wonderful 
class who keep me entertained and 
make me proud every single day. I 

can't wait to see what the rest of the 
year holds for us!  

Mr King 

Miss Holleran 

Miss Henrick 

Since my very first day volunteering at St. 
Dunstan's, through my training here and now in 
my role as a class teacher, I have recognised the 

wonderful sense of community which floods 
through the school. This shines within the 
wonderful staff team, leadership and most 

importantly your amazing children who are an 
utter joy to teach. I have learnt so much through 
helping the children to understand the world and 

the part that they can play to make it a better 
place.  Wishing you a Christmas filled with peace, 

fun and love.  

This term we've been joined 
by two brilliant sports 
coaches making our PE 

sessions even better!! Thank 
you to Mr Richards and his 

assistant coach Eve, for 
being part of our school 

community. 



 

Following a two year break due to covid, the school have welcomed Claire Stone and 
Melanie Ahern as our new co-chairs for the ‘Friends of St Dunstan’s’ group. Along 
with their dedicated team, we have kick-started this academic year with a very 

successful Christmas Fair. Over the past thirty years, the FOSD group has always 
been a huge part of school life so we’re delighted to get the group going again. We 
look forward to taking part in many more events as a whole school community!  

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 

 

Birmingham has been recognised as a City of 
Sanctuary since 2015. Recently, we welcomed the 
arrival of over 150 refugees, including 50 children, 
from Manston. Along with two other local schools, 

we decided to support the Christmas Shoe Box 
appeal being organised by the City of Sanctuary, to 
make sure these children were gift with a Christmas 
present. Together, we made up 50 shoe boxes filled 

with soft toys, hats, scarves, gloves, socks, 
chocolate and art and craft materials, donated by 

our staff, children and members of our school 
community. Even in this time of financial 

uncertainty and hardship, we never fail to pull 
together and support those who need us the most. 
Thank you to everyone who was able to donate.  

Friends of St Dunstan’s relaunched and already a great success! 

Road trips! 

 

We are very excited this year, because for the first time since Covid, we have been 
able to book trips for all classes! Educational trips have always been important to 
us because we really believe that they enhance the curriculum by bringing learning 

to life. This year, we have organised the following trips for our children: 

KS1 will be visiting the Black Country Living Museum in March to support their 
Homes through History topic this Spring. 

LKS2 will visit the English Heritage site, Wroxeter the Roman City, as part of their 
Romans topic this Spring. 

UKS2 will visit the National Space Museum in Leicester, as part of their Space topic 
in Summer. 

 

Many of our families will recognise Mr Richards, our new coach and learning 
mentor, from weekend football. We are lucky to have Mr Richards teaching PE in our 
school and leading an after-school club for girls’ football, which has been very 
popular. Due to the success of the club, we have worked closely with Mr Richards to 
ensure more children are provided with extra-curricular sporting enrichment 
opportunities. So, we have all agreed that in the Spring, Mr Richards will be running 
another sports club after school, for our younger children. There are also some new 
and exciting after-school clubs coming soon - watch this space to find out more!  

Girls’ Football 

Family Inspire Workshops coming this Spring 

 

In the new year we will be hosting a series of 'Inspire - Family Workshops'. This 
will be an opportunity for children to work with their parents in school. Parents, 

you'll be able to see what your child is learning in school and pick up some tips for 
how you can support your child at home. We realise that not everyone can book 
time off work, but we would like everyone child to have an adult with them so if 

you can't make it, ask a grandparent or other family member to come along - 
there'll be tea and coffee on offer for them!! 

Year 
group 

Date Time 

EYFS 11th Jan 
09:15-
10:15 

YEAR 1 12th Jan 
09:15-
10:15 

YEAR 2 16th Jan 
09:15-
10:15 

YEAR 3 17th Jan 
09:15-
10:15 

YEAR 4 18th Jan 
09:15-
10:15 

YEAR 5 19th Jan 
09:15-
10:15 

YEAR 6 TBC 
09:15-
10:15 



 

As part of our new writing approach, children of all ages enjoy Experience Days 
where they immerse themselves in an engaging activity, inspiring them to write 
imaginatively. This year we have seen King James I make an appearance as KS1 
sat in the hall one morning. He told us about how little respect he had for Catholics 
during his reign in the 1600s. The children were shocked to discover how Catholics 
had to attend Mass in secret and it made us forever grateful to celebrate our faith 
freely in 2022!   

Some of our children went to explore the local woodland to get to grips with the 
setting in their story ‘The Bear and the Piano’. Using their senses, children were 
able to provide effective descriptions for the Autumnal environment and use this 
vocabulary to inform their writing over the following weeks.   

When KS1 were writing narratives based on ‘Grandad’s Island’ they discovered 
Grandad’s very own attic, filled with his treasures, was right here in our very own 
school! The children were able to creep around the antique items and listen to the 
old records playing on the turntable. The writing that followed was flooded with 
delicate emotion!  

Y3’s learning was interrupted by an urgent newsflash telling them of an impending 
flood – what would you take if you had to flee quickly?  

Wow days for Writing! 

 

Our children aren’t the only ones who love to read – our teachers do too! 
The staff got involved by all choosing their favourite Christmas tale and 
the children in each class voted for the story they’d most like to listen to. 

In the last week of school, the children were sent to hear their chosen story 
and partake in some fun activities based 
on the book. The staff have commented 
on how lovely it has been welcoming in 
children from other age groups into their 

KS1 were visited by ‘Agatha’ and ‘Barbara’ all the way from London of 
1666! The ladies took our children on an interactive tour of the area so 

they could see how it contributed to the spread of ‘The Great Fire of 
London’. Children were engaged throughout but repulsed to discover 

truths about 17th century sewage solutions! 

History comes to life! 

Christmas Story Time 

Extreme Reading Challenge 

Miss Anderson has set up a new ‘Extreme 
Reading Challenge’ Initiative, which will 
run at different points in the year. The 

first one is a Christmas theme, where we 
encourage children to read in all kinds of 
weird and wonderful places during the 

Christmas holidays (providing it’s safe to 
do so). Photographs of extreme reading 

are to be sent 
to reading@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk  

where three winners will be picked to win 
a voucher! This is a great way for us to 

show off our reading diet and our school’s 
love for reading!  

mailto:reading@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk


As ever, we ended the term with our Christmas performances and each one was special giving the 
true meaning of Christmas and they all brought Joy to the  whole school. Thank you to the 

teachers who put each one together and for the parents for joining us in celebration.  

Christmas Performances 

During our EYFS and KS1 party day, we 
had a very special visitor from the North 

Pole! 

Jingles the elf paid us a flying visit, 
reminding us of the importance of belief. 

Christmas Parties and the National Elf Service! 

 

Christmaths 

Some children from KS2 went to Bishop Challoner to 
take part in a Christmas themed maths day. Thank 

you to the staff—they had a great time solving 
Christmas conundrums with other children from our 

Catholic cluster. 

THANK YOU 

to our entire school community for such a wonderful year. 

All of us here at St Dunstan’s wish you a very  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


