
 
 
Wednesday, 10th June 2020  
 
Important Information Regarding the Wider Re-Opening of school from Monday 15th June 2020 
 

The following information will outline our organisational plans so far to safely reopen school to more 
children.  This is a very unsettling time for us all, but please be assured that we have worked with 
government guidance to ensure children and staff can be accommodated in school as safely as possible, 
we are doing everything we can to ensure that children who return to school can do so in as normal a 
way as possible. Your children’s safety and that of our staff is paramount, every effort has been made to 
mitigate the risk of transmission however we are mindful that the risk cannot be removed.  
 
Each family will make their own decision about their child/children returning to school.  Whatever your 
family circumstances, no choice is right or wrong and no family will receive any official sanctions for 
non-attendance.  You must do what you feel is right for your child and your family.  
 
Following the government announcement yesterday, it will be clear to parents that outside of 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 there is currently no expectation for other year groups to return to school 

before September. It has been our choice to bring back Year 5 before these groups. Depending on 

numbers, our ability to fit any more children into school, whilst adhering to current guidance, is very 

limited. It is worth noting that we also have growing numbers of vulnerable and Key Worker’s children 

coming into school for emergency childcare.  Reception and Year 5 children, who wish to return to 

school, will be able to do so from Monday 15th June. It is our plan for Year 1 children to be able to return 

from Monday 22nd June and Year 6 after this.  We will review staffing and pupil numbers before 

confirming further details. 

For children who return we are trying to make their time in school during these last few weeks, as 

normal as possible. We are of course strictly observing rules around increased hand washing, 2 metres 

social distancing, sanitising equipment, increased cleaning etc. There is a reality however around 

children being in school, that will mean that we cannot eliminate the risk of infection. When in school, 

they will be with 15 other children, socialising and learning freely in their classroom and at playtimes. 

We will operate at a level of ‘harm reduction’ whist at the same time trying to give children an 

enjoyable school experience. Further details about this can be viewed in our risk assessment, which will 

be available on the school website from Friday.   

From Monday 15th June, school will close to all students (including Key Worker children) on Friday 
afternoons to allow for teachers’ Planning, Preparation and Assessment (PPA) time and for additional 
cleaning of classrooms.   
 
There will be a one-way system in place and parents will be given a 5 minute allocated time for their 
children to arrive in the morning and be collected in the evening which must be strictly adhered too.  
 
We respectfully request that all parents/carers adhere to the arrangements that we have put in place 
and are mindful that some people within our school community may have had extremely difficult 
experiences during these difficult times. 
 



 
 
Emergency childcare for vulnerable children and the children of Key Workers will continue to be 
available from 15th June until 17th July, Monday to Thursday and Friday morning. Reception or  
Year 5 Key Worker’s children, will join other children from their year group when they are in 
school. Once assigned to a teaching group, they will remain in this group for the remainder of the 
summer term on the days they are in school.   
 
Reception and Year 5 children, who wish to return to school, will be allocated to small teaching groups 
of less than 15 pupils, minimising contact with others within an altered classroom environment.  They 
may be taught by their teacher, another teacher or a member of support staff.  One assigned to a 
teaching group, they will remain in this group for the remainder of the summer term.  
 

If you wish your Reception or Year 5 child to return to school from Monday the 15th of June, you MUST 
email school at enquiry@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk by Thursday 11th June at 3pm to book a place for 
your child/children.  
 
Please confirm: 
Your child’s name(s) 
Their year group(s) 
Your agreement to adhere to the arrangements put in place by school. 
 
As we have to plan very specifically for the number of children in school, any request for a place 
received after this deadline will not be accommodated, a place will not be allocated until the 
following week. All successful applicants will receive confirmation by email on Friday 12th June 
informing them of their child’s teaching group and their specific drop off and collection details, which 
must be adhered to. 
 
Emergency childcare for Key Worker children is unaffected by this requirement to book a place 
parents are not required to email.   
 

 
If anyone in a child’s household has a cough/temperature/loss of taste or smell/ feels unwell the child 
must not come into school.    If any child develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus whilst in 
school, they will immediately be sent to an isolation room. Parents will be contacted to collect their 
child immediately and asked to have their child tested as quickly as possible.  The child will need to self-
isolate at home for 14 days or until they have tested negative for COVID-19 
 

If any child tests positive for COVID-19, school will respond appropriately, which may include self-

isolation of the child’s teaching group and staff, at home, for 14 days.    

We will test children’s temperatures in school, should the need arise, but we will not be testing on the 
gate. We trust parents to have done this at home. 
 

Access to the school 
 

The school office and school building will remain closed to parents/carers.  Should you wish to contact 

school, please do so by email enquiry@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk or by telephone. 

mailto:enquiry@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk


 
Only one parent/carer is permitted on site to drop off or to collect. Please avoid bringing other siblings 

who are not in school. If it is not possible to arrange this safely, please ensure that they hold your hand 

and remain at your side, at all times. Parents/carers are not permitted to collect or briefly look after 

children from other families. Staff will not be able to release a child, other than to a parent/carer. 

 

 

Lunchtime 

 The school kitchen will reopen next week as a Covid-19 secure environment.  Vegetarian and Vegan 

options are available on request. 

 Lunchtime will be staggered, with an outside playtime.   

 All groups will eat lunch in their classroom.  

 All Reception and KS1 children will be provided with a packed lunch at no cost through the Universal 

Infant Free School Meal scheme for the remainder of the summer term.  Packed lunches will not be 

permitted to reduce the risk of cross contamination.  

 All KS2 children are strongly encouraged to have a school meal (packed lunch) for the remainder of the 

summer term.  If this is not possible, a healthy packed lunch must be provided in a bag that can be put 

in the bin after eating. 

 An outside area will be assigned, with a box of play equipment for each ‘teaching group’.  

 

Precautions we will be taking safe return to school include: 

 Limiting class sizes   

 Staggering lunch times, break times, drop-off and collection times. 

 Additional cleaning   

 Keeping pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home   

 No sharing of stationery or resources, items will be kept on individual desk top trays.   

 Reducing movement around the school - groups will remain in one room during the day.   

 Limit items children/staff carry between home and school.   

 

Key Information  

 There will be no before/after school care (Fun for Life) or after school clubs.    

 School uniform should be worn and washed each evening to maintain stringent hygiene standards. 

Children may bring in a healthy morning snack (in a disposable bag) and a refillable water bottle.  

 No PE bags/school bags allowed.  

 Medical- If your child needs medication (prescribed four times a day), please email school for 

further advice.   

 PPE- Staff will only use PPE when dealing with children at close proximity i.e. for an injury following 

a fall, toileting accident.   



 
 School rules and behaviour expectations remain, however, a new Addendum will be added to the 

Behaviour Policy, which will incorporate the changes required during this pandemic. Parents are 

asked to share this Addendum with their children before they return to school.   

 Each child will have their own learning space allocated; they should not share any equipment. Each 

child will have a tray for their equipment; pencil, ruler, books etc.  

 In Reception, social distancing cannot be applied as strictly, but resources that the children will use 

will be allocated exclusively to their teaching group and not shared.   

 Additional handwashing measures will be in place throughout the day.  

 Toilet facilities located nearest to classrooms will be allocated to a ‘teaching group’ to reduce the 

risk of cross infection.   

 Cleaning will be carried out more frequently. 

 

Separation Anxiety 

We understand that some children will find it very challenging to separate from their parents due to the 

unusual amount of time they have been away from school. 

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the safety measures that have been put in place, we 

cannot comfort children that are upset or distressed. 

If your child finds it difficult to separate from you at the school gate, then please leave the queue (in order 

to reduce stress and upset for your child and those around them). Staff will be unable to physically support 

your child as they normally would. If you arrive at school and your child is finding it challenging to leave you, 

please leave the queue and try to calm your child. If you cannot calm your child we ask that you take them 

home. They can always try again the next day. Your child’s emotional well-being and mental health is of 

upmost importance to us. 

Drop off and Collection Arrangements  

Mornings – all groups  

Parent and child/children enter via playground double gates; children will join teachers at 

meeting point in the playground, parents exit via the single gate by front entrance. All groups 

will have a specific meeting point along the MUGA fence in the playground, where they will 

meet their teacher. 

Afternoon Reception Groups 

Parent enters via playground double gates; walk to single gate by front entrance (please 

queue 2m apart, along fence if necessary) staff will release children from the Foundation 

playground gate at the front of school, parent and child exit via main gates at front of school. 

Afternoon Year 5 Groups & Key Worker Groups 

Parent enters via double playground gates; please wait at identified collection zone on the 

Drayton Road side of the playground, staff will release children from their meeting point into 

their parents’ care. Please wait at the small wall until your child is released then parent and 

child exit via the playground double gates. 



  
Drop off time Collection 

Mon - Thursday 

Collection 

Friday 

Zone 

Example 1  840 - 850 255pm 

 

1200pm 

 

Zone 1 

Example 2 840 - 850 300pm 

 

1210pm 

 

Zone 2 

Example 3 850 - 900 

 

300pm 

 

1230pm 

 

Zone 1 

Example 4 850 - 900 

 

310pm 

 

1210pm 

 

Zone 1 

Example 5 900 - 910 310pm 

 

1220pm 

 

Zone 4 

Example 6 900 - 910 315pm 

 

1230pm Zone 3 

  
 
Other School News  
 

I have some announcements to share regarding future staffing changes for the school.  

Mrs Bennett, our SENDco has gained a promotion and will be leaving to become Assistant Head Teacher 

of Ulverley School. We all wish her the very best for new post in September.  

Many of you will be aware that Mrs Martin has been a teacher here at St Dunstan’s since 1982, she has 

dedicated her entire career to the welfare of the children of our school. Her passion in wanting the very 

best for our children, has never waned. We are very sad to inform you that Mrs Martin will be retiring in 

July. We are desperately sorry to be losing her, but delighted that she is retiring in glowing health and 

we know she can look forward to a very long and thoroughly deserved retirement. It is very sad that she 

is leaving school under these circumstances but when we are able, we will invite her back to give her 

the send of that she deserves.  

I am also announcing my retirement. I have had a wonderful 18 years at our school and 36 years in a 

profession that I am honoured to have been part of. Working with children and wonderfully dedicated 

staff has been an absolute privilege. Due to the current circumstances, I am not actually leaving until 

November but as one or two parents (who heard rumours on the grapevine) have asked, I thought I 

would take the opportunity to confirm the news. I will say my goodbyes properly, closer to the time.  

Yours sincerely  

 

JA Kenny 

Headteacher 

 


