
 
 
Monday, 18th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
I wanted to write to you to thank-you for the huge response to our questionnaire about 
whether we return to school. We asked the whole school community for their thoughts, not 
just the year groups proposed by government. The response was around 90%, which is 
fantastic.  
About 40% of parents would like to see their children return and 60% have said that they 
would not send their children back. We are delighted also with the number of parents who 
provided written comments about the reasons for their decision. We have noted all the 
comments made and they have added, very valuably, to our school discussion about what 
we should do next.  
On Wednesday all staff are all coming back into school, we will have a debate around what 
we feel is best for our school community.  
The following points will be considered many of which were raised in the comments that 
parents made in their responses.  
 
For opening:  

 Only 12 under 19 year olds have died from Covid since the outbreak.  

 There is little scientific evidence of transmission from children to adults. 

 The WHO scientific officer believes that there is very little, if any, transmission from 
children to adults 

 The Children’s Commissioner for the UK believes that it is safe for ALL children to 
return to school.  

 Even if they have contracted it, children tend not to become ill from the virus.  

 Of the UK’s 34, 686 deaths there have been 365 deaths amongst healthy under 65 
year olds. Whilst tragic, it is a comparatively small figure.  

 The damage currently being done to children's mental and physical health is worse 
than anything that Covid could do to them.  

 As a school we would ensure that children's health was paramount 

 Parents will be able to get back to work and the economy can restart 

 There is increasing evidence of increasing inequalities of provision between poorer 
families and wealthier ones.  

 Denmark and Scandinavian countries have reopened with minimum issues.  

 Michael Gove and the government say that all teachers will be safe.  
 
For not opening yet: 
 

 Children may pass Covid 19 on to adults’ as evidence remains inconclusive 

 The British Medical Association advise that schools should not be opening 



 
 There is increasing concern over the amount of children who have contracted 

unusual symptoms (Kawasaki Disease, Toxic Shock Syndrome). 

 Current rates of infection in UK: currently around 3500/day new cases.  

 Cases should be down to below 100 and we should be in a position to track and 
trace. Will this be ready by June 1st? 

 So little is known about this virus, only today have the loss of taste of and smell been 
added to the official list of symptoms of the virus requiring people to self-isolate.  It 
is thought 70,000 could have inadvertently spread the virus in this way. 

 Denmark: re-opened schools when the infection rate was down to less than 100 
cases per day. Denmark have had 10,927 cases and 547 deaths: a comparison with 
the UK is unfair.  

 The UK has had 34,636 deaths and 244,000 cases. 

 Real concerns around staff well-being. In the last 6 weeks, at least 65 people who 
work in schools have died from Covid 19. The true figure is believed to be higher.  

 Why can we only meet with one person in a park from another household but 25 
staff and 100 children can meet in a school building? 

 Social distancing in school would be very difficult and for some children impossible.  

 Asking staff to wear plastic face shields and masks would not be school, as we know 
it. 

 Asking children to sit in circles all day and stay away from each other would not be 
school.  

 School is about learning and being social, these conditions would not be school.  

 Michael Gove and the government cannot, in my opinion, be trusted. Their record 
(the second worse death rate on the planet) and their lack of truth around sending 
people with Covid back to care homes from hospital, is shocking. Placing our trust in 
the government for the care and well-being of our staff and your children would be a 
dereliction of duty by the school.  

  
 
Today the following statements have been published, from two separate studies, that I feel 
sum up our dilemma:  
 

 Russell Viner, a professor at Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health who conducted 

a recent review of the limited number of studies into closing schools during virus outbreaks, 

said: “The overall conclusion is that school closures are not big players in controlling Covid-

19.” 

 A modelling analysis from Nicholas Davies of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine concluded that school closures were one of several interventions that did have an 

effect on limiting transmission. 

Two respected experts who review and analyse a lot more data than you and I do. Two very 

different conclusions.  



 
The staff will be considering all of this, together, on Wednesday. We have a number of options: 

1. We open to selected classes on June 1st with measures in place to mitigate the possible 

effect of the virus. These measures will be communicated to parents by May 22nd  

2. We open to selected classes on June 8th with measures in place to mitigate the possible 

effect of the virus. These measures will be communicated to parents by June 3rd.  

3. We remain open ONLY to vulnerable children and the children of front line workers until the 

infection rate (NOT the death rate) is as low as 100 per day so that effective track and trace 

measures can be in place.  

4. We will open with minimum mitigation in place to give the children a real school experience 

on one of the above dates.  

5. We will open with minimum mitigation in place when the infection rate is below 100 per 

day.  

 

Thank-you for your continued support in these very difficult times. Take care and stay safe,  
 
God Bless,  
 
J A Kenny 
Head Teacher 
 

Please note that school will be closed to all pupils next week. 
 
 

 
 


