
 
 

Thursday, 21st May 2020  

Dear Parents and Carers 

Yesterday all of our staff members, met to discuss our response to the government request to 

reopen schools on 1st June 2020, the Chair and Vice Chair of Governors were both in attendance at 

the meeting also.   

 School is currently open to provide Emergency Childcare to children of Key Workers and 

vulnerable children, staff and Governors felt very strongly that we would not be in a position 

re-open on 1st June to further children.  

 Staff have agreed that school will not open to further groups of children until 15th June at 

the earliest.  

 If this is the case we will inform parents on June 8th which groups of children this will be for.  

 School will not open the school to further groups until we are convinced that test, track and 

isolate is effective.  

 Staff feel very strongly that we want to re-open as a family school not a school that is bound 

in tape and PPE.  

 Emergency Childcare for the children of Key Workers and vulnerable children will continue 

from 1st June 2020. 

Below are our reasons for this decision: 

We believe that track, trace and isolate needs to be in place and proven to be working effectively 

before we can re-open our school to further groups of children. We need to know, with a very large 

degree of confidence that children and staff coming into St. Dunstan's are NOT shedding the virus.  

We are being asked by the government and Birmingham LA to carry out a 28 page risk assessment of 

our school over and above the safety measures already in place for any functioning school. The 

levels of mitigation being put in place, for staff and children, prevent us being a school. If a school is 

so dangerous that it needs to implement huge changes to its normal practice to function, it should 

not in our opinion open.  

Staff feel very strongly that if children hurt themselves or have an accident, we need to be able to 

care for that child in the manner we usually would. We are being asked to dress up in visors, masks 

and wear gloves to go near your child. This is not right. 

We are being asked to work in ‘bubbles’ with groups of children. Your child may not be with their 

usual teacher, they will be with an unfamiliar adult in their ‘bubble’ from 8.45 to 3.15. That adult can 

see no other adult for the whole day. Your child will be followed to the toilet where they will be 

monitored for hand washing. We are very concerned about the mental well-being for our children 

and for our staff following this regime.  

The government will not share their scientific advice that deems it acceptable to re-open schools. I 

am afraid that the staff do not feel confident in the government advice and in the guidelines, it has 

published to safely return your children back to school.  This same government returned thousands 



 
of vulnerable elderly people to care homes with Covid-19 and now won’t admit it. This has and is 

causing thousands of unnecessary deaths.  

Mr. Johnston announced yesterday the start of the ‘best track and trace system in the world’. It is 

our opinion that the best ones in the world have been functioning in South Korea since March saving 

1000’s of lives. It is for this reason that we wish to review how successful the UK track and trace 

system is before making further decisions. The UK system does not have to be the best in the world, 

it simply has be effective in its implementation.  

The staff were very upset at Gavin Williamsons and Michael Gove’s comparison with Denmark and 

want the parents to know that it is completely wrong for them to do this. On Tuesday 542 people 

died in the UK. Since mid-February 554 people have died in Denmark in TOTAL. Denmark re-opened 

their schools when the infection rate was 80 cases per day and they had track and trace in place. 

Yesterday in the UK there were 2400 new infections and no track and trace system.  

Our staff do not want to work towards a random date. We want to look at the number of infections 

in the country or even more locally and make a truly informed decision; we would like Birmingham 

City Council to publish what they believe is an acceptable level of transmission; what is an 

acceptable ‘R’ number- then and only then, should schools be re-opening.  

As a staff we do not understand why we can only meet one person from another household in the 

park but are expected to have 180 children and a staff in our building in 10 days time? The 

government have said that by June 22/29 that we will be expected to accept 450 children and staff.  

We do not believe, that in setting this strategy up, the government consulted at any level with 

people involved in education.  

Two of the tests, of the five that that government set itself before schools could be open were: 

 We must have extensive arrangements for testing and contact tracing 

 Testing: Comprehensive access to regular testing for children and staff to ensure our schools 

and colleges don’t become hot spots for Covid-19. 

These have not yet been met.  

The staff of St. Dunstan's are desperate for your children to return to our school. We feel 

particularly for the children and parents who are finding this period very stressful. We are very 

aware of the potential damage being done by a prolonged period away from school.  We feel 

strongly however that we cannot, hand on heart, return your child and our staff to our school 

safely. The latest research from Germany suggests that children can carry as large a viral load as 

any adult. Can they pass it on to a teacher? Can they pass it on to an adult? The answer to that 

while they are at home is - No. The answer to that when in school is that we simply don’t know.  

While that is the case we simply cannot re-open our school.  

If by June 15th if we are confident that track and trace system is in place and is working effectively 

we will: 

 Re-open to Year 5, Nursery and Reception.  

 On June 22nd Year 1 will return.  



 
 On June 29th we are hoping that the whole school can return.  

We will keep parents informed as these dates approach. 

Can I please ask parents and carers to note however, that when we do re-open, we are desperate 

to open as a family school. We cannot and will not try to operate social distancing with 4-6 year 

olds and social distancing for children in the rest of the school will be at a minimum. We know we 

have to be mindful of this awful virus and this may have to be the case for a long time; but at St. 

Dunstan's we will work incredibly hard to welcome our wonderful children back into school 

WITHOUT yellow police lines, face masks, visors and in ‘bubbles’.  

Take care all and stay safe,  

God bless,  

 

                       
 

 

J A Kenny                                        C R Caley 

Head Teacher                                Chair of Governors 

   


