
 

Thursday, 17th September 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

First if all can I thank you for your understanding in these very difficult times, words of support on the gate are 

genuinely appreciated.  

A mixture of COVID related and old fashion illness has seen our staff numbers brought very low. We currently 

have 17 staff members off work. This is a combination of teaching and support staff. Currently, we have one adult 

and two children with positive COVID test results. The bubbles that are in place in school, mean that these 

instances are not connected and Public Health England agree that school should remain open.  

Seven staff are absent as they have been contacted by Track and Trace and are required to self-isolate as result. 

All seven have taken COVID tests and all have received negative results; they are still required to self-isolate for 

the remainder of the 14-day period however.  

I know that many staff and even more parents are really struggling to get tests. This makes our situation more 

difficult as due to the nature of the virus, we cannot have staff or children in school who are displaying virus 

symptoms. If there were a 24 hour turn round of tests, it would make life easier. 11.7 million children returned to 

school on 2nd September, there was always going to be a massive spike in the need for tests. Sadly the powers 

that be didn’t seem to realise this and were totally unprepared.  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 are currently at home. Reception and Year 1 will return on Monday. We would 

hope that this is the last time we will have to ask pupils to self-isolate but it is unlikely. It genuinely worries me 

that these year groups could potentially return to school and if a positive test result arises again, they will 

required to self-isolate again. Let’s pray that this does not happen.  

Home learning: we are working to try and improve the home learning process. Mr. McLoughlin is establishing 

technology that will make interaction with staff much easier. They will not be video or live lessons but they will be 

set up to ensure that feedback to children, for work they have completed, is given within 24 hours. We will let you 

know the process for this as soon as we are up and running. Year 6 will receive a separate letter outlining what 

will happen for them from tomorrow. 

Over the next week, we will be updating the school website with information about our new curriculum. We will 

let you know as soon as this is complete.  

The staggered drop off, and collection times have been operating for three weeks now, and we now feel that 

we can change them to the times outlined below.  

For the most part parents have been good outside school but we would ask you to remain vigilante, social 

distance and/or wear face coverings when waiting.  

This time table will start on Monday, 21st September.  

Year group Drop off time Collection time Friday collection time 

Nursery  09.00 am 15.00 am  

Reception  08.50 am 15.10 am 12.15 pm 

Years 1 and 2 09.05 am 15.00 am 12.15 pm 

Years  3 and 4 08.55 am 14.50 am 12.30 pm 

Year 5 and 6 08.45 am 15.15 am 12.45 pm 
 

For siblings, please use your youngest child’s times. 

Thanks, again,  

JA Kenny 


