
 
 
Tuesday, 12th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents  
 
You will have seen that the government are proposing children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6 return to school on 1st June.  
We will be delighted to see our children return to school and the hope is that remaining 
year groups will return three weeks later on 22nd June in line with the expectation that all 
children return to school for one month before the summer holidays.  
This is without a doubt what everyone wants and we know that it is best for the children 
that we try to get back to some level of normality in these very strange times.  
 
The Government have published guidance documents for school and for parents, outlining 
how we can best facilitate the children’s safe return.  The guidance covers the expectations 
from school and the expectations from parents should your child or any member of your 
household become ill. The link below is to the guidance document for parents. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-
for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
Schools have been informed that from 1st June any child or any teacher who becomes ill can 
be tested, as capacity will, presumably, be far greater by then.  
The guidance also assures parents that there will be no penalties imposed should you take 
the decision not to send your child to school and that school’s attendance figure over this 
period will not be judged by OFSTED.  
 
We will be doing most of what is expected from us to keep children and adults safe from 

Covid 19 in terms of staggered breaks, extra vigilance over washing hands, staggered 

lunchtimes and smaller class sizes. We will do our best to sanitize toys after they are played 

with and clean the handles of toilets and doors more frequently.  

What we do not feel that we can promise though is that your 3, 4, 5, 6, 10 and 11 year olds 

will socially isolate. I would particular emphasise that it will be impossible to socially 

isolate 3-6 year olds and to be honest we would simply not want to.  

We will not tape off desks or parts of the corridors, we will not tape off parts of the dining 

room and we will not expect children to stand apart from each in the playground.  

School is a place where we socialise; we co-operate, we play, we discuss ideas and we 

help each other. We look after children who are upset or hurt; we ask children to solve 

problems together. We want children to play and enjoy the experience of being in school. 

Schools are places where we learn to be together not to isolate; schools are families. 

When they come into St Dunstan’s on 1st June, this is what will happen.  

I am trying to understand the scientific evidence (the same evidence that is being 

interpreted very differently in the other three UK nations) to understand why we are coming 
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back whilst the virus is still so virulent. Yesterday there were 3556 new infections. This 

should be in the hundreds or even the tens before schools reopen. The science says that 

thankfully most children do not suffer greatly with this illness. The science is inconclusive as 

to whether children can pass the virus onto adults. For this reason, our unions are asking us 

NOT to take part in the plan to reopen.  

My hope and I believe the hope of the government, is that new cases will have dropped 

appreciably by 1st June and then further again by June 22nd when Years 2, 3, 4, and 5 are 

expected to return to school. If so, all well and good.  

I for one however, will be watching these figures very carefully and listening to the scientific 

advice. If the figures go down, as we all hope, then we will send out our plan for how the 

first four year groups can return to school on 1st June. If the figures are no better, or if they 

worsen with this first phase of lifting the lockdown, we will follow union advice and we will 

not open regardless of what the government say. This will be in interests of our children and 

the interests of our staff.  

“Head teachers and their governors/trustees retain the power to make decisions about what is 

safe in their schools. If they judge that the guidance cannot be applied safely in their setting then 

schools may not be in a position to open further on 1st June”. NAHT 

If we are able to reopen on 1st June arrangements for how that will be done will be sent out 

on Thursday, 21st May.  

Take care and stay safe everyone, 

 

 

 JA Kenny 

Head Teacher 

 

 


