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None of you need me to tell you that our school community has been devastated by a sudden run of positive staff Covid tests. We 
were doing so well and it seemed, over the weekend we just had a run of staff who started to show symptoms. Unfortunately, I’m 
afraid that some staff have been suffering quite badly and have been very unwell. It’s easy to forget that as well as the inconvenience 
and disruption to our lives, there are people who are very badly affected. In terms of what we can do in school, the rules are very clear 
- where there has been a positive test in a class, that group must isolate if there’s been close contact within the previous 48 hours. 
Unfortunately that’s what we’ve had to do, even at short notice. We’ve increased the cleaning schedule but we also need to do the 
basics right - wash hands, use a tissue and stick to our bubbles.  I urge parents again to follow the UK Governments advice, and 
please wear a mask when dropping off and collecting your children. 
In the UK, we don’t have a culture of running a ’home learning’ programme; so like all schools, we’re improving our practice as we go 
along. Thank you to the many parents who’ve been patient and supportive of what we’re trying to do, under very difficult                 
circumstances. And also to the staff who have put lessons together at short notice.  I also have to commend the office staff and Mr 
Mcloughlin who are successfully dealing with many technical issues each hour.   

  I’ve had two book recommendations this week so I share them with you in 

the hope that some of our children might also like them. Firstly, Violet 

Smith has written a lovely review of ‘Star Switch’ by Alesha Dixon. She 

describes it as a ‘magnificent book’ in a well organised piece. Poppy Gupwell 

gives ‘Slime.’ a 5/5 rating in her review. It’s written by David Walliams and 

comes highly recommended! If you like the sound of either of these books, 

why not have a look on-line? If you’ve read a really good book that you’d 

like to recommend, let the rest of the school know!!  

This weekend is the feast of Christ the King and is the last Sunday before we enter the season of Advent. If you watch the Mass online this 

weekend you will hear one of the most well known of Jesus' teachings and one of my favourite lines in the Bible; “I tell you solemnly, in so far as 

you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me”. This is the reason I always start any collective worship with ’let us 

remember that everything we say, and everything we do, is done …. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.    

Exciting news for our parents and families 

that use social media: follow us on         

Instagram, and soon Facebook! Find us on 

@stdunstansprimary we’ll be posting  regularly, 

so look out for examples of our collective     

worship activities and good work and share with 

friends, family and other prospective families. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our           

fundraising efforts last Friday. £288 was 

raised for Children in Need. Well done everyone. 

Advanced notice: Monday 

4th of January will be a 

teacher training day 

therefore, school will be 

closed to all pupils. School 

will reopen on the Tuesday 

5th January following the 

Christmas holiday.  

“AS WE GROW WITH GOD, WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER  ” 

St Dunstan’s Newsletter 

Please visit our school website, you’ll see a 

‘virtual tour of the school’.  

Sadly we can’t have any ‘Open Events so 

this is the next best thing for prospective 

parents. A big thank-you to Miss Brennan 

who used her technical expertise to put the 

two minute video together. If you do know 

any prospective Reception or Nursery    

parents for September 2021, please share 

the video giving an insight of the school 

and the school day. 

I don’t usually pay much attention to international football but I have to say a big well done to 

Scotland who qualified for their first major tournament in over 20 years. Villa are back in       

action tomorrow against Brighton we seem to do better against the ‘big’ teams so who knows 

what the score will be! Will West Brom pick up their first win of the season away at Man      

United?? 

Well done to our readers who were invited by Fr John to take a lead role in this 

weeks’ virtual Mass. Tatum and Evie both read beautifully and we had some very 

nice comments after the broadcast. We’re currently joining with staff and pupils 

from St Jude’s and St Albans schools to celebrate until such times as we can get 

back in to church. I’m praying we hear some good news next week about places of 

worship reopening on the 2nd December.  


