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It’s been busy here in school; we currently have about a third of our pupils attending. At St Dunstan’s 
we made a commitment to follow the government advice, so we’ve not capped numbers and everyone 

who wished to take up the offer of their entitlement to a place in school was accepted. I hope those 
parents who’ve been assisting with    learning from home have had a rewarding week? Thank you again 
for those that have been giving feedback, it’s good to know you’re keen to get involved whilst recog-

nising the hard work that’s going on in school. I also hope that you’ve appreciated the chance to speak 
to your child’s teacher today about the learning? The feedback from  teachers about the meetings 

has been overwhelmingly positive so we will be having another ‘parent session’ next week. 
Have a restful weekend! 

Thanks to your diligence, we’ve not had a case of COVID for a while. 
I’m hopeful that the new air filters that school has been gifted, will 
be a great asset and mean that any cases we do have, will not spread 
in school and keep disruption to a minimum.  As part of our continued 
effort to restrict the spread of the virus, I am asking that from 
Monday 18th,    anyone coming on to the school site must wear a face 
covering. Please do not be offended if Mr McLoughlin or I ask you to 
put one on.  

As ever, Fr Philip and Fr John extend a warm welcome to all of our families. This Sunday, is the 
second Sunday in Ordinary Time . Masses are on Saturday 5:30 (vigil) and on Sunday 10.30am 
12noon and 6.30pm. 

“You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas” - meaning Rock (John 1:35-42)  

For those of you who are coming to school 
to drop and pick up, you will have noticed 
that the building work is well under way 
and there’s now what looks like a giant 
tent on the roof. Sadly it’s neither an ex-
tension nor a penthouse suite, it is to en-
sure the work can continue in all weathers.  

You may have read on the news that there won’t be 
‘end of key stage tests’ (SATs) this year. However, 
we’ll still be working hard to make sure our Y6 pupils 
are ready for Y7 so there’ll be no slacking off!! The Y6 
staff are determined that it is ‘business as usual’ so 
the expectations will remain high for all of our pupils.  

A big thank you to Bishop Chal-
loner PE department who have 
allowed us to use their sports 
hall on Friday mornings whilst 
our hall is out of action. This 
week Y5 & Y6 went over and 
really enjoyed the session. As 
expected, Mr Lavender and 
Miss Norris reported excellent          
behaviour and a great attitude 
to learning from pupils.  

“AS WE GROW WITH GOD, WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER  ” 

St Dunstan’s Newsletter 

I was very remiss in not welcoming Mr Lav-
ender to our staff on last week’s newsletter. 
He will be   covering Miss Anderson’s mater-
nity leave when the time comes. I’m sure you 
will make him very       welcome and he is al-
ready feeling part of the team. The Y4 pu-
pils, both in school and at home, will have 
met him either in person or via the maths 
lessons that he’s been delivering. Miss An-
derson has been delivering her lessons from 
home as she’s in the latter stages of her 
pregnancy so she won’t be back in school now 
before she goes her maternity leave begins.  

We’ve now had two games called off due to Covid and the debate as to 
whether players should stop celebrating has now begun. My personal view 
is that any players or managers who say they can’t control themselves, 
should have a chat with the tens of thousands of health professionals who 
have been unable to hug family members for the best part of a year.  

Anyone who tuned in to my assembly this morning will have 
heard me talking about the Year of St Joseph. This is some-
thing that we’ll be revisiting many times over the year ahead. 
The Pope rightly asks us to hold St Joseph up as a role model 
and I spoke to the children about his qualities this morning.  


