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We lost another class after writing the newsletter last Friday so we’ve had even fewer children in this 

week, but we did welcome back Nursery. I hadn’t realised how quiet my office could be until I could no 

longer hear them racing around outside my window!! Next week, will see the return of Reception, Y3 

and Y4 on Monday and Y5 on Tuesday. All credit to the staff who’ve been appearing ‘live’ every day to 

provide some teaching whilst off; they’ve adapted well to the new system and although they’re at the 

mercy of the technology, things seem to have gone smoothly. Well done to the children who have been 

ready and eager to join in each day, and to you for your support and patience. Unfortunately, a few of 

our staff members are still very unwell so we pray for their rapid recovery. Have a great weekend all.  

  Successful and thriving Catholic schools live their mission, and this is never more  

evident than during difficult times. I have to say, what the staff here have done to 

support families struggling to cope with COVID over the past two weeks has been         

remarkable. We’ve had staff out delivering laptops and work packs, people covering 

classes and doing extra tasks to keep the school going, and all without so much as a 

word of moaning. We don’t expect it, but it’ has been lovely to receive a few         

thank-yous and some positive feedback from parents this week, who  clearly realise 

how hard it has been, and appreciate what has been done.  

This Sunday is the start of our Advent journey, sadly we won’t be in church to celebrate but we can still pray 

in eager anticipation of new hope. It’s especially important to rejoice in the light of Christ in a year that’s 

been filled with such sorrow and darkness. In the gospel reading you will hear Jesus telling us to ’be awake, 

because you never know when the time will come’. This year in schools, we’ve had to be ready for everything!!  

If you have any children’s winter coats that your 

children have grown out of but are still in good      

condition, we’d love to have them. St Chad’s Sanctuary 

in the City Centre is desperate for warm clothing for 

the families that they help and sadly, the need is 

greater each year. We will make sure they are       

delivered there. Have a search in the wardrobes and 

let us know! 

It was great that so many children tuned in to our collective 

worship from home this week. Lots of you watched the        

Mass yesterday, and we had nearly 60 of you watching  Mr 

Mcloughlin's assembly this morning. I hope you managed to get 

the message and use it this week. God willing, we’ll be tuning in 

from our  classrooms next week!  

Next week your child will 

come home with a ’Walk 

With Me’ calendar in 

which you can follow the 

Advent journey through 

to Christmas. Do put it up 

in your house and refer to 

it.    

“AS WE GROW WITH GOD, WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER  ” 

St Dunstan’s Newsletter 

Three more book reviews this week, which is very   

pleasing!! The first is from Ashton Bailey in Y1 who    

recommends Robin Hood by Roderick Hunt and Alex 

Brychta. It sees Biff and Chip on their usual adventures 

but I won’t tell you his favourite bit as it might spoil the 

ending!  

Sarah Djuidje  recommends ‘A Wayne in a Manger’ which 

she says is an hilarious book about a Nativity play. Sarah 

thinks this book is suitable for anyone with a sense of 

humour. She’s convinced me, and so I’m going to borrow 

it next week! Finally, Evie Waters recommends All the 

Bright Places, a thought provoking book suitable for our 

older pupils - she gives it a five star rating. 

As I predicted, Villa failed to build on the good work of the week before by giving away a goal 

that a pub team would’ve been embarrassed to concede, and eventually lost to a side that will 

surely be down the bottom for most of the season.  If anyone can explain how VAR works now, 

let me know. Both Villa and Albion were on the receiving end of referees overturning their own 

decisions on clear penalties! We’re not in action until Monday so I shall have a calm weekend.  

With most children back in school next week, it should be another busy 

one as we try to make up for lost time. Children in most year groups will 

be completing their termly assessments which will give us a good guide to 

what they need to focus on in the coming weeks and the Spring Term.  


