
8th January 2021 

I hope you all had a good Christmas and enjoyed some family time, and were able to forget about the 

world’s troubles for a few days at least. My first newsletter of the year would normally be welcoming you 

back and wishing everyone a happy new year but instead 60% of the school are still at home. Firstly, can I 

thank all parents and families for helping us organise everything within 24 hours of the Prime Minister’s   

announcement. Key Worker parents who wished their children to come into school allowing them to work, 

replied quickly; those who needed us to help them technically with home learning were swift in asking; and 

those who sent kind emails thanking us for what we were doing made us feel that the hard work was worth 

it. It will come as no surprise to you that the staff have been phenomenal in their efforts to provide learning 

for both groups and I know many were working past midnight on Tuesday to make sure we were ready to 

launch on Wednesday. 

I wish you all a blessed and prosperous new year and hope that we’re all back together very soon.  

For those who are learning from home, there are some things that you can do to make 

things run a little smoother. Please submit work as soon as you can in order that we can 

begin marking it. Staff were still receiving work up to 11pm on Tuesday evening, there will 

therefore now be a cut off time for each assignment. After this time, we will do our best 

to mark the work but it may not be possible. If you have any questions about the learning, 

please do use the closure@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk email and we’ll do our best to help. 

We received a wonderful photo this week of one of our nursery pupils joining in 

with the online learning from home. We’d love to see more! Please do send        

pictures of wonderful work that your child is proud of or them home learning to 

our twitter account @DunstansPrimary and we will retweet and share on our   

other social media platforms. or email  enquiry@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk  

Even though our teachers find themselves in the unusual situation of having to deliver lessons 

online, they’re still contractually entitled to PPA time.   As a result, our Friday afternoon 

online learning activity/task will be of a nature that does not require immediate teacher input.  

Children in school, will be taught by our staff on a Friday afternoon. Finish times on Friday 

are now the same as Monday—Thursday, 2.50pm or 3pm. 

“AS WE GROW WITH GOD, WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER  ” 

St Dunstan’s Newsletter 

Next week we will be running an art competition for all pupils, so look out for 

that as part of your child’s home learning. A prayer service will be posted and 

the details of the competition will be at the end. The entry judged to be the 

best from each class will win  a prize. The work will of course be shared and 

celebrated on our various social media platforms.  
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If there is some small crumb of comfort in these difficult times, it is that places of 

worship can remain open. As ever, Fr Philip and Fr John extend a warm welcome to all of 

our families. This Sunday, we celebrate the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:7-11) at Masses on 

Saturday 5:30 (vigil) and on Sunday 10.30am, 12noon and 6.30pm 

You may be aware the government will not be issuing supermarket vouchers to families 

entitled to Benefit Related Free School Meals during this lockdown.  

 Instead, weekly food parcels will be provided by our kitchen which containing the      

following; 

 Loaf of Bread x 1 

 BeBo Butter Portions x 10 

 Ham or Cheese  

 Half Cucumber 

 5 items of fresh fruit or Yoghurts 
 

Eligible families will be contacted directly. 

Villa went the whole of December undefeated and are now looking good for a solid   

season. Sadly, the first team has now been hit with a Covid outbreak so none of the 

first team players will be taking part in tonight’s cup game versus Liverpool. I hope 

they don’t suffer a demoralising defeat but I’m fearing that even if Liverpool drop 

most of their regular superstars, they could still field a team of internationals.   

We still have a limited number of laptops     

available for any families not able to access    

MS Teams online learning.  We also have some 

‘data only’ sim cards for families who are    

struggling with wifi. These cards can be but into 

an old mobile phone allowing you to ‘hotspot’     

another device from it.           

Again, email closure@stdunstans.bham.sch.uk if 

you wish to be considered for either option. 

8th January 2021 

“AS WE GROW WITH GOD, WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER  ” 

St Dunstan’s Newsletter 


